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3.1.5 Course Descriptions
Core Courses
PD601: ASEAN Cooperation in Political, Economic, and Socio-Cultural Dimensions 3(3-0-9)
This course provides a comprehensive understanding of ASEAN development in political, economic,
and socio-cultural cooperation since the emerging period to the present. Particular emphases will be placed on the recent

dynamic of related cooperation frameworks and the preparation for building the ASEAN Community.

PD602: Institutional Structure and Decision Making in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)

This course mainly explores ASEAN’s institutional mechanism including its challenges and opportunities as a
regional institution. In this regard, the development of its institutional configuration with respect to the decision-making
process will be focused. It will then be compared with other prominent regional institutions, such as the European Union
(EU) and the North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA). By adopting a comparative approach, the success and failure
cases will further reveal constructive recommendations for greater efficiency and for more effective implementation of

ASEAN.

PD603: Research Methodologies in Social Sciences 3(3-0-9)
The course introduces a range of methodological approaches applied in Social Sciences. The relative strengths
and weaknesses of both qualitative and quantitative approaches will be considered. Furthermore, issues of research design

which are appropriate for ASEAN Studies will be provided.



Elective Courses

Content Elective Courses

PD611: ASEAN’s External Relations with Other Regional Cooperation 3(3-0-9)
The course critically analyses and assesses likely factors which impact the interplay between ASEAN
and other regional cooperation -- such as EU, NAFTA and the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC). Such likely correlation will further provide students useful implications for a change in economic, political,

social, and cultural features among the parties concerned.

PD612: ASEAN Economic Cooperation 3(3-0-9)
This course intends to assess possibilities, implications and limitations of a move towards the single
market known as the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) amid the context of ongoing challenges at national, regional
and global levels. Topics to be covered include not only economic-related aspects -- such as free movement of goods,
services, investment and labour, but also social-related aspects -- such as social development, scientific-technological

advancement, knowledge sharing, cultural exchange and environmental sustainability.

PD613: Political and Security Cooperation in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
The course examines the pattern of bilateral and regional cooperation based on a broad definition of
politics and security. Particular attention will be given to the ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC) which is a
core pillar in promoting peace and stability, and reinforcing greater consolidation among member countries. Topics
covered by this course include ongoing conflicts, along with potential disputes arising among ASEAN members, and
erupting with extra-regional powers. It will then review the regional dispute settlement mechanisms and works towards

innovative modalities so as to better serve collective interests of all members for peace and security.

PD 14: Socio-Cultural Cooperation in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This course explores the socio-cultural diversity among ASEAN member countries, along with the
constant efforts to bring forward the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC). Under various socio-cultural features
and unprecedented challenges, particular attention will be paid to ASEAN’s determination to forge enduring solidarity

and unity among member states.

PD615: Role of Thailand in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This course will critically examine the evolving role of Thailand in formulating and developing ASEAN
since its establishment in 1967 until the present. With this regard, the discussions concerning Thailand’s proposed

attitudes and agendas will be mainly analyzed.



PD616: Law and Regulation on Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This course is intended to examine problems and obstacles concerning laws and regulations on trade,
investment and labour mobility in ASEAN. It will then discuss the amendment to relevant laws and regulations for

building the ASEAN Community.

PD617: Media in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This course examines the role of media in ASEAN by focusing both at national and intra-regional levels.

It will further explore the relationship between media and society among the member countries.

PD618: ASEAN and Fast Growing Economies 3(3-0-9)

Through an in-depth analysis, this course explores fast growing economies which have the strong potential for
shifting geo-economic pillar of the global economy such as the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa). It
will then review the likely impact of those newly advanced economies on economic development, stability, and security of

ASEAN member countries.

PD619: Multiculturalism in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This course examines the existence and establishing Multiculturalism in ASEAN, along with
strengthening efforts in maintaining respect for members’ distinctive identities. Particular emphases will be placed on the
coexistence of unique culture across national borders which cover not only social aspects-- Race, Ethnicity, Religion, Sex,

Minority Discrimination, Custom, and Tradition, but also Arts-related aspects-- Literature, Music and Architecture.

PD620: Non-Traditional Security in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This course intends to develop the comprehensive understanding of non-traditional security challenges
and their potential impacts on ASEAN member countries. The aim of this course is also to make students aware of the
various new and critical approaches to security in contrast to the traditional concept of the national security. In these
regards, the issues to be covered in this course are ranged from terrorism to transnational criminal organizations such as

drugs, arms, pirates and human trafficking.

PD711: Comparative Study of ASEAN Countries 3(3-0-9)
This course which is based on a comparative perspective intends to explore common and distinct
features of selected ASEAN countries in terms of their economics, politics, socio-cultural dimensions, and development
path. Furthermore, the different roles of member countries that contribute to the achievement of the goal in building the

ASEAN Community will also be discussed.



PD712: Seminar on Contemporary Issues in ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This seminar reinforces students to critically explore and share their insights on current issues that are
at the forefront of debate in this field or are under consideration of ASEAN so as to keep up with the changing situation

and constructively respond to the future trend.

PD713: Seminar on Selected Issues in ASEAN Studies I 3(3-0-9)
This seminar provides an opportunity for students to research and discuss selected issues concerning

ASEAN with particular attention to intra-regional relations.

PD714: Seminar on Selected Issues in ASEAN Studies IT 3(3-0-9)
This seminar provides an opportunity for students to research and discuss selected issues concerning ASEAN

with particular attention to the relations between member countries and non-ASEAN countries.

PD715: Guided In-depth Study of a Selected ASEAN Country 3(3-0-9)
This course provides an opportunity for students to pursue in-depth study on a particular ASEAN
country in terms of its economics, politics, socio-cultural dimensions, and development path. The topic will be chosen by

each student under supervision of academic advisors.

PD716: Guided In-depth Study of a Selected Trading Partner of ASEAN 3(3-0-9)
This course provides an opportunity for students to pursue in-depth study on a particular trading partner of
ASEAN in terms of its economics, politics, socio-cultural dimensions, and development path. The topic will be chosen by

each student under supervision of academic advisors.

Southeast Asian Language Elective Courses

PD621: Burmese I 3(3-0-9)
The course provides a thorough foundation given in all language skills including listening, speaking,

reading and writing Burmese.

PD622: Burmese 11 3(3-0-9)
Prerequisite: PD 621 or permission of instructor
This course is the consecutive session of Burmese I which aims at developing ability to understand and

use Burmese in daily life.

PD623: Vietnamese I 3(3-0-9)
The course provides a thorough foundation given in all language skills including listening, speaking, reading and

writing Vietnamese.



PD624: Vietnamese I1 3(3-0-9)
Prerequisite: PD623 or permission of instructor
This course is the consecutive session of Vietnamese I which aims at developing ability to understand and use

Vietnamese in daily life.

PD625: Indonesian I 3(3-0-9)
The course provides a thorough foundation given in all language skills including listening, speaking, reading and

writing Indonesian.

PD626: Indonesian IT 3(3-0-9)

Prerequisite: PD625 or permission of instructor

This course is the consecutive session of Indonesian I which aims at developing ability to understand and use
Indonesian in daily life.

Plan B: Independent Study

PD798: Independent Study I 3)
This independent study requires students to work on a research project with respect to ASEAN.
Towards the end of this course, students are requested to conduct and present a research proposal as the preparation for

further study in PD799. Choice of topics and study plan are to be under the personal guidance of academic advisors.

PD799: Independent Study II 3)
The independent study II is the consecutive course which requires students to complete their research

in accordance with the proposal prepared in PD798, along with the guidance of academic advisors.

Plan A: Thesis
PD800: Thesis (12)
The cutting edge and in-depth research aims at providing students with critical analytical, writing and
presenting abilities for topics related to ASEAN, along with enhancing students’ capablitity for widely disseminating their

published works. Choice of topics and study plan are to be under the personal guidance of a thesis committee.
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